Resolution 4C
PROCEDURE FOR SURPLUS EDUCATIONAL STRUCTURES (PASSED)
 Town of Yarmouth
WHEREAS there is no policy or procedure in place that provides assistance to
Municipal Units that have an opportunity to acquire surplus buildings owned by
the Province of Nova Scotia, more specifically the Department of Education; and
WHEREAS with declining enrolments in most rural nova Scotian communities,
municipal governments are being approached to acquire school buildings that have
become surplus; and
WHEREAS there is increased pressure on municipal governments to fund an
increasing number of different services, projects and activities for the betterment of
their respective communities; and
WHEREAS municipal governments, particularly in rural Nova Scotia, are facing
declining opportunities for revenue generation; and
WHEREAS it should not be the intent of any order of government to place any
financial burden onto another order of government;
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the UNSM engage in discussions with the
Department of Education and other appropriate government departments to set in
place a process wherein when a surplus educational structure is turned over to a
municipal unit, that there be sufficient funding to assist in the potential
redevelopment or demolition of said building including environmental remediation
costs; and
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that a process be included to address situations
where a surplus educational structure is taken over by more than one municipal
unit.
Response from:
Department of Education and Early Childhood Development
RESPONSE:
The legislation governing the practice of surplus schools reverting back to municipal
ownership has been in place since 1982. The province acknowledges that
circumstances have changed at both the municipal and provincial level since that
time.

The Deputy Ministers’ Fiscal Review Steering Committee is responsible for
examining issues of provincial-municipal concern. The Steering Committee has
identified surplus school buildings as an area of concern.
In June 2013, a committee was established to examine the school review
process. The committee released a discussion paper in November 2013. The
discussion paper acknowledges that the process of schools reverting to
municipal ownership can lead to significant costs for some municipalities.
Phase two of the study on the school review process is currently underway. This
review is considering what will happen when a building is no longer needed for
use as a public school.
It is expected that Mr. Robert (Bob) Fowler will submit recommendations from
phase two of the study to the Minister of Education and Early Childhood
Development by February 28, 2014.
Recommendations from phase two of the study will help inform how the
Department of Education and Early Childhood Development proceeds in
addressing the issue of surplus schools.

